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Ethnic population

in the Netherlands

16 million inhabitants  

1.7 million non western  migrants, 2.4 million in 2020 

Biggest groups: 

Turks: 350.000

Surinamese: 330.000

Moroccans 315.000

Antilleans 130.000

Irakese     44.000

Afghans 37.000

Iraneans     29.000

Somali 22.000

http://www.forum.nl/woonateliers/kaart.html


Housing conditions

Mismatch needs and actual housing situation 

(compared with native Dutch population)

< 40 % single family dwelling (72 %)

15-32 % owner occupation (58%)

12-20 % dissatisfied with dwelling (3%)

8-27 % live in crowded conditions (2%)

But: some gains are made in terms of access to 

home ownership and satisfaction



Housing policies

Decline of the social rented sector: 

residualisation?

Distribution of social rented dwellings: CBL

Discrimination an issue?

óHalalô mortgage?



Focus on mix

Policies are much more focused on creating social 

mix than on housing per se. 

óRotterdam lawô: banning people on benefits from 

óvulnetable neighbourhoods

Urban renewal policy (about 20.000 dwellings are 

demolished each year to create mixed 

neighbourhoods

However, policies hardly affect level of 

segregation!!! 



Residentsô Housing Workshops

(method in practice)

Strategies: involvements residents 

Low scale 

Interaction (residents, professionals)

Housing, neighbourhood and district

Equality (residents, professionals)

Residents as designers (dreams)

Dialogue

Power of bottom up approach

Living carreer



Residentsô Housing Workshops

(method in practice)

Results  

2002 ï2005: 14 residents housing 

workshops

200 participants (residents, professionals)

Toolbox (11 multimedia, booklets)

Advisory report: diversity architecture & 

design

Contribution sustainable communities

National Network Architects Designers



Community engagement

& strategies (residents as designers)

http://www.forum.nl/woonateliers/kaart.html


Diversity in architecture


