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Questionaries presentation

How can residents in multicultural neighbourhoods best 
participate in the complex world of social architecture,

housing, spatial planning, urban design and community 
engagement ?

What is the role of public spaces and community 
spaces ?

Experiences in the Netherlands (residents housing 
workshop)

Questionaries and discussing involvement ethnic 
communities (methods & strategies in policy)



Objectives  Program Housing & Districts 

FORUM

Environment multicultural cities (sustainable 
communities)

Dissemination 

Projects, People, Public Spaces,        

Housing (bottom up approach)

Activities, instruments, methods,  

strategies (public & private): proces

Perspectives for the future    

(challenges, diversity, lifestyles, mixing)



Facts & figures (demographics)

16 million citizens

1,7 million non western migrants (2005)

increase 2,4 million non western migrants (2020)

450 van11.000 neighbourhoods (25% etnic minorities)

90 neighbourhoods (50% in four big cities) 

(Source SCP report Ethnic minorities & integration 2005)



Ethnic concentration in the Netherlands

perc



Etnic minorities

Turkish 350.000

Surinams 330.000

Maroccans 315.000

Caribeans 130.000

Iraks     44.000

Afghans 37.000

Iranians     29.000

Somalians 22.000
(Source:report integration, 

2005)



Social rising  (ethnic minorities, typologies)
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Composition of the housing stock in the Netherlands and

4 big cities

Housing stock by property, 1998, 2005
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Policy national government

mixing (rent, house ownership,  incomes, 

lifestyles)

40 Problemdistrict Showdistrict (18 

municipalities with concentrations of ethnic 

minorities)

dialogue and meetings (capacity for contact)

diversity & architecture

positive identity (districts and neighbourhoods) 

& sustainable communities



EU - agenda

research

Charter social housing

Social cohesion (cities)

16 million households (affordable housing)

Managed by 23.000 enterprises

Needs households (finding housing under 
market conditions)

Research rental housing

France 1630 housing ass. 4.520.000 rental 
housing

Netherlands: 566 housing ass. 2.200.000



EU - agenda

policy & strategy

Affordable housing

Social housing and urban mix

Social integration: strategy on housing

Involvements of residents (partnership)

Urban regeneration projects

(Cecodhas, EU Observatory, 2005)



Development method of resident housing 

workshop

research 16 municipalities & housing 

associations

questionaries involvement residents in urban 

renewal (migrants)

questionaries results traditional methods 

(meetings with residents)

need for innovative and interactive methods



Set up and targets project

8 pilots (municipalities, housing associations)

urban renewal districts 

period: 2002 - 2005

report: projectresults, publication (effects of 

the method of resident housing workshops)

advice (report): diversity in architecture and 

design



Residents Housing Workshop

Method to stimulate residents in urban renewal

low scale (living carreers, to do activities)
contribution (regular urban renewal plans)
themes (housing, urban space, meeting 

places, parks, entrepeneurship, leisure)
mixed group (Dutch and migrants)

program10 ï11 workshops)
8-12 residents (not organized but representive)
experts/team (architects, designers, trainers, 

consultants)
3-4 months



Residents as designers 


