
Integration Courses

The Situation in Germany



Germany 1945 - 2005

• There was an important shift of paradigm 

in Germany in 2005!



Before 2005

• After World War II (1945 – 1949), ca. 12 

million refugees came to Germany (East 

and West)



Before 2005

• Between 1955 and 1999, 27 million 

„migrant workers“ and their families 

• as well as 3 million asylum seekers came 

to Germany



Before 2005

• After 1989, ca. 2.5 million „Ethnic German 

Repatriots“ came (back?) to Germany



Before 2005

• BUT

• Politicians always claimed that Germany 

was NOT an „immigration country“



2005: Shift of Paradigm

• On 1st January, 2005, the new 

Immigration Act came into force.

• This was the first time that measures 

designed to facilitate immigrant integration 

were regulated by law.



2006: Shift of Paradigm

• The Microcensus of 2006 was the first one 

to take a „migrational background“ into 

consideration, not the nationality

• 20% of the population of Germany have a 

„migrational background“



Integration Courses

• German Language Course

• 600 / 900 lesson periods (aim: B1 CEFR)

• Orientation Course

• 45 lessons periods (political and legal 

systems, history, culture)



Integration Course

• Target Groups:

• Adults beyond school age

• New Immigrants to Germany

• „Old case“ Immigrants (within financial 

possibilities)



Integration Course

• Courses for Groups With Special Needs:

– Illiterate

– Young adults (< 27)

– Women / Parents (child care)

– „Special Linguistic Needs“



How Does It Work?

Organized by the “Federal Office of 

Migration and Regugees” (Ministry 

of the Interior)



Authorizations

• Course providers

• Course materials

• Teachers (through providers)

• Providers for Extra Teacher Training



?



Concepts and Curricula

• The Federal Office issues concepts for all 

the courses on its website

• There is a specific concept for the Extra 

Teacher Training



Financial Frame

• Participant pays 1 € (or nothing)

• Federal Office pays 1,35 € + small admin 

fee (7 € for whole course)

• Federal Office pays for placement test

• Federal Office pays for exams (arguably 

not enough)

• Federal Office pays for Extra Teacher 

Training



Financial Frame

• New financial bonus:

• If participant finishes course successfully 

within 2 years, he or she can get 50% of 

the course fee back.



The course provider has to

• check elegibility of participant

• carry out placement test

• formally register participant, help with 
applications

• notify course details

• name teachers (previously accredited 
by the ministry), course materials, 
and timetables to Federal Office



The course provider also has to

• keep attendance list

• inform Federal Office, „Aliens Dept.“, 
Social Welfare Office if participant fails to 
attend regularly carry out a test (A2) after 
300 lesson periods

• carry out the final language test (B1)

• carry out the test of the orientation course

• send an invoice to the Federal Office 
(preferably after every modul of 100 
lesson periods), with copy of attendance 
list and medical certificates



Statistics 2005 - 2007

• 425,000 have been entitled to a course

• 141,000 have finished a course

• 92,000 have taken part in B1 exams

60% of participants have been „old cases“

2/3 of participants have been women



More information

• www.integration-in-deutschland.de

• (in German and English)

• www.bamf.bund.de
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