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Green paper « Migration & Mobility: 

Challenges and opportunities for EU 

education systems»



Why?

Å Increased migration and intra-EU mobility flows: challenge (but also 
opportunity) for education systems

Å Issue of educational disadvantage for many migrant pupils high on 
the agenda: European Council of 13-14 March 2008 

The document aims to

1. Provide an analysis of the issue

2. Foster debate on how to address it
3. Reflect on what can be done at EU level, also through a debate on the 1977 

directive
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Context

ÅImmigration main element of demographic growth in EU 

(steep increase in net migration in past years)

ÅIn many MS, 15% pupils born in another country

ÅSteep and sudden growth: in IE, IT, ES, school pupils 

born in another country multiplied by 3 or 4 since 2000

ÅSpecific urban dimension: Rotterdam, Birmingham, 

Brussels ïhalf school population has an immigrant 

background
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Focus

ÅBroad focus: both 1st and 2nd generation, both EU or 
third countries

ÅPupils who are marked "both by the linguistic and 
cultural differences between homes and schools, and by 
the low status of parents and ethnic identities in the host 
society"


