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Security vs Religious Diversity

[need to]étreat religious freedom 

as a security issue, not just a 

human rights issue

International Crises Group, 2001



Competing Trends and Discourses

ÅSignificant growth in religious diversity

ÅAnti-democratic, terrorist religions?

ÅInternational terrorist imperatives

ÅLocal anti-diversity discourses



Secularisation and Religious Pluralism

1966 2006

Non-Adherence 11% 45%

Non-Christian Religions 9,200 169,000

Fundamentalism 7,100 93,300



Problematising Religious Diversity

Ahmed Zaoui
Å1991 candidate for Islamic Salvation Front, Algeria

Å1993 fled to Europe, charged in Belgium, convicted (in 
absentia) in France

Å2002 arrived in NZ, claimed refugee status

Å2003 Security Intelligence Service issued a Security Risk 
Certificate; Refugee status Appeals Authority 

declared Belgium/France trials ñunsafeò

Å2007 withdrawal of Security Risk Certificate



ÅPreachers of Hate (Investigate, 30 March 2007)

Some of the worldôs most extreme Islamic preachers and 

organizations linked to terrorist groups, have spent 7 

years infiltrating NZôs moderate Muslim communityé

ÅPacific Jihad: Terrorists in NZ (Investigate, 9 March 2007)

Is the tide of Islamic fundamentalism now washing at our 

own door?
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Politics of Immigration

1993 Inv-Asian articles in Auckland community newspaper

http://www.publicaddress.net/default,yellowperil.sm

1996 Election campaign

īNZ First ïtarget of 10,000

īSupport for anti-immigration stance

2005 In 2005 we struggle to know what a New Zealander really is 

because over the past fourteen years National and Labour 

have flooded NZ with immigrants. 

Rt Hon Winston Peters (NZ First)

Orewa, May 2005

http://www.publicaddress.net/default,yellowperil.sm


Anti-Immigration Politics: NZ First
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