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1/- Introduction

The current migratory waves from Mali 

occur in the following national and 

international context:

ÅMalian migration is mostly limited at 

the African level. Out of the 4 million 

Malians living abroad, three million five 

hundred are in Africa.





Åthe warming up of the climate (uneven rainfalls 
with repeated floods and droughts)

Åinappropriate management of Natural 
Resources (deforestation, insufficient 
mastery of water as natural resource and 
agricultural productive factor)



Åand an inappropriate orientation of the 
PDA (Public Development Aid) toward 
Budgetary Aid which accentuates the 
structural economic imbalances in favour 
of the state and in disfavour of the CSO 
(Civil Society Organizations) and the 
national private sector. The state policy 
tends to attract agro business and foreign 
investors. It benefits to a politico-
administrative oligarchy highly corrupted 
and which doesnôt create any legal 
employment.



All of these factors increase the 

unemployment and poverty rates, and 

augment migration waves. They must 

be taken in account in the search of 

sustainable solutions to illegal 

migration as Iôll propose.



2/ïMigration policy in Mali

It is still being developed and its main 

features are:

ÅThe African Integration  

ÅCo development: facilitating development 

projects the transfers of migrantsô money 

(funds). 



ÅImplementation of programs targeting the 

development of areas with strong 

migration potentialities

ÅIntegrating Malian expatriates (as human 

resources) in economic networks.



Box 1: The importance of the African 
migrantsô fund transfers

ÅThe African Diasporas in France 
massively finance development 
initiatives in their native countries. In 
2005, 1.5 billions Euros have been sent 
from France to Morocco, 449 millions 
Euros transferred to Senegal, 295 
millions Euros sent to Mali and 70 
millions Euros towards the Comoros.



Box 1: The importance of the African 
migrantsô fund transfers

ÅTo have an idea about the importance of these 
transfers, it must be noticed that they account for 
9% of the Internal Gross Product (IGP) of the 
country and 750% of the Public Aid Development 
that Morocco benefits from. These percentages 
amount respectively to 19% of the IGP and 218% 
of the Public Development Aid (PDA) in Senegal, 
to 11% of the IGP and 79% of the PDA in Mali 
and of 24% of the IGP and 346% of the Public 
Development Aid in the Comoros. (Alain Faujas 
in Le Monde of Wednesday 30, January 2008, 
page 13).



Migrantsô management tools

For the management of Malians living 

abroad, the civil society and/or the Malian 

State have set up several tools among 

which we can quote:

ÅAssociations of Malians living abroad 

(ñassociations des ressortissants 

maliens »): they address the link between 

life in the village and professional life in 

the migrantsô host country.



ÅThe Councils of Malians Living Abroad
(les Conseils des Maliens de lôExt®rieur): 
initiated by the State through its 
embassies and consulates in the host 
countries

ÅThe General Delegation of Malians 
Living Abroad (Délégation Générale des 
Maliens de l'Extérieur, or DGME) in 
Bamako: contribution to the administration, 
assistance, protection and promotion of 
Malians Living Abroad.ò



ÅThe ñCentre for Information and 

Migration Managementò(Centre 

d'Information et de Gestion des 

Migrations, CIGEM): it has been officially 

inaugurated on October 6, 2008 in 

Bamako) by Mali and the European 

Commission in order to reinforce the 

Malian Governmentôs capacities to 

manage migration waves.



The Malian Governmentôs Claims:

They can be summarised in a few 

strategic priorities which are:

1) - To help developing the main departure 

areas of our country for containing the 

migration waves at source;



2) - Making migration conditions more 

supple by stopping illegal migration;

3) - Increase the number and the duration of 

visas being delivered; 

4) - Less exposure of migrants to 

administrative harassments and to 

inhuman and degrading treatments.



3/ïCircular Migration in practice: the 
CIGEM project

The creation of CIGEM referred to the 
Article 13 of the Cotonou Agreement 
(related to illegal migration). The 
government of Mali, the ECOWAS 
(Economic Community of West African 
States), France, Spain and the European 
Commission signed in Bamako on 
February 2007 a joint statement on 
ñMigration and Developmentò in which they 
committed themselves to the setting up of 
the CIGEM.



3.1 Funding

10 million Euro fund (9th FED) + other 

assistance assets = total budget of about 

17 million Euro. 



3.2 European Context and Missions of 

the CIGEM

ÅWill of the European Union to open its 

borders to 20 million migrant workers in 

the next 20 years. 

ÅCreation of ña blue cardòto attract 

qualified migrants toward European 

employment market. 



ÅFor Franco Frattini (deputy president of 
the European Commission, who is also in 
charge of justice, liberty and security, 
immigration) immigration must be viewed 
ñnot as a threat if it is well managed, but 
rather as enrichment and an unavoidable 
phenomenon in the world todayò.

ÅEurope is in competition with Australia, 
Canada, United States, the Asian 
emerging powers to attract qualified 
workers from Africa.



3.3 Missions

The CIGEM should provide following 

services:

1) improvement of knowledge related to     

migratory phenomena,

2) reception information, and guidance of 

potential migrants,



3) availability of up dated information on the 

juridical conditions of migration and 

awareness raising campaigns to prevent 

illegal migration 

4) valorization of the human, financial and 

technical capital of Malian expatriates.



3.4 Strategy

Overall objective

Help the Malian State to outline and 

implement a reasoned migration policy

adapted to national, regional and 

international dynamics by taking into 

account the links between migrations and 

development.



Operational objectives

The new structure may be used as:

1) Information centre on juridical conditions 

of migration, the dangers of illegal 

emigration. 



2) An orientation and advice office for 

candidates willing to emigrate and for

expatriates returning in the home 

country. Candidates for economical 

emigration may apply for employment 

offers to work temporally in Spain and in 

France or alternatively in Mali in other 

African countries. 



3) To valorize the competences of the 

Malian Diaspora, its financial contribution 

and technical expertise in the economical, 

health and professional training sectors.

4) Finally a research tool on migrations 

and development. 



3.5 Organization of the work

Three services will be functioning:

a) ñReception, information, orientation and 

accompanimentò;

b) ñStudies, research, training and 

documentationò

c) ñOperational supportsò.



The human resources are composed of:

Åa team of about 40 nationals (including 

the managing director)

Åtechnical assistance: 

ïthree (3) long term experts, 

ïtwo (2) mid-term experts 

ïa pool of short term experts. 



The CIGEM is an experimental approach 

which may be extended to the other States 

of ECOWAS, if the project results are 

conclusive.



3.6 Target groups and Beneficiaries

1) migrants = key beneficiaries (potential 

migrants, willing and unwilling repatriates)

2) the Malian Diaspora (with its human, 

technical and financial potentials)

3) public and private services and 

institutions in charge of migration and 

employment issues (the DGME: General 

Delegation of Malian Expatriates among 

others).



3.7 Partnership networks

The CIGEM must be incorporated in the 

network of institutions addressing 

unemployment among the youth. This 

network includes among others:


